
 

Statement on the Recent Wildfire Event 

20 October 2017 

The wildfire events that began on October 17
th

 caused considerable damage to land, property and livestock. 

Our thoughts and sympathy are with all of those affected in the MD, Cypress County and Saskatchewan. The 

MD of Acadia commits to working with property owners during these difficult times to assist in any way we 

can and to liaise with Provincial departments on your behalf. Here are a few pertinent details: 

1) The MD Fire Department remained engaged in firefighting activities from 2pm Tuesday, October 17
th

 

until 3pm Thursday, October 19
th

. 

2) The wild fire burnt approximately 12,500 acres of farmland in Alberta and around 14,400 in 

Saskatchewan thus far.  

3) One occupied house and farm yard was lost.  

4) 5 unoccupied but active farm yards sustained significant damage or were completely destroyed, 

including 3 unoccupied houses.  

5) 2 occupied farm yards sustained significant damage.  

6) Approximately 200 head of cattle were killed  

7) Approximately 5kms of power lines were destroyed 

8) Approximately 12kms of local roadway sustained heavy damage and around 20-25 culverts on local 

roads and bridges have been melted or crushed.  

We are still unsure about disaster assistance for grass land and uninsured property at this time, but we have 

been in contact with the Province regarding our concerns and will keep you updated. We ask all affected 

property owners to itemize their losses, including farmland acres, structures, grain, livestock, fences, vehicles, 

equipment and anything else that may have been damaged.  

There are many people to thank and recognize after an event such as this one. Obviously, a huge debt of 

gratitude is owed to the first responders who were on scene for many hours, including the fire departments of 

Acadia Valley, Special Areas, Oyen, Empress, Bindloss, Hanna, Buffalo, Youngstown, Cereal, Cypress County, 

Eatonia and Leader. Also, without the assistance of local volunteers, local businesses, and the Meridian Colony 

operating tractors and discs, delivering water and fuel, and assisting in numerous other ways, the outcome of 

this fire may have been very different. We cannot thank these local residents and farmers enough for their 

efforts. The Oyen RCMP provided assistance throughout Tuesday evening during the evacuation and we are 

grateful for their presence and support to our area. ATCO Electric did a phenomenal job restoring power to the 

hamlet on Tuesday evening and deployed a great deal of assets to the MD in the days following the fire to get 

power restored; thank you so much. Thank you to the Town of Oyen and its residents for opening the Oyen 

Legion for MD residents and coordinating registration and supplies for everyone. And thank you to the Special 



Areas Board for their assistance at the Emergency Operations Center in Hanna, which helped coordinate 

resources and navigate the constantly changing situation.  

There is a lot to consider and evaluate at this time; but it is clear that only by working with neighbors can an 

individual or a municipality effectively confront a large-scale emergency such as this. We consider ourselves 

fortunate to be part of this remarkable region and are honored and humbled to call each of you our neighbors 

and friends.  
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